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i' /jr/.f/ n.niv ., Mnro nf VPflTS 0 20 0 fam-

r, ily arrived here from England, en j
\ route to San Francisco. The fam-

\ Ily consisted of a smart, cheap.

shnrp-tnuzzled old n:an, a raspy, ran-

cous, vilely dressed red-faced young worn- j
an and a wondering, gawky little girl,
whose protruding upper lip showed the j

- - ^ i... ,.m.-
T lack of .*1 eonpie or irom leciu.un

teelb sroro and tliolr successors no^ yet

'1011)0.

Tic; "" cheap people. Everything
nl)0)!t Hi' i spoke of London shims and

cockney sniarlness. Tliolr ap.penrnnee told

no untruth. The old man was "Dr." Crisp

Perry, ivlio had seen the inside of several

of Her Majesty's prisons for medical variaJ*1 rrUA wA:vion wns liis
liOIIS UJL UiajLIV-U. JLJUKT j vung M..v-w

daughter, Mrs. Joe Ashcroft, who had left

a drunken, wlfe-bentlng ljusbnnd some-

where In London, and the little girl was

her daughter, Florence Blytlie.a bit of an

encumbrance she already possessed when

she married Joe Asheroft, but Joe didn't

mind, for reasons that will become plain as

this true tale develops.
A queer family they were, and a queer

>-> ; .Nf, 1 On TYlA nt\

They were hero to claim for the little

girl one of the largest fortunes in Amcrinn, j
the fortune of her father, who was never i

her mother's husband.
All this was years ago. James Crisp I'erryis dead. He was thrown from a buggy

and killed, and it is not ou record that

anybody mourned much for him.

Mrs. Joe Ashcroft has disappeared from

tbe stage.pensioned off, the reports have

Lit. I lost track of her years ago. Joe Asi- |
croft never came into the drama, tliongo
his name runs all through the story.
The little girl Is now a widow with a

fortune of millions. The huge money pile
buildcd by Thomas II. Blytbe has come to

her at last-that Is. all of it that did not

go to the lawyers, and this remainder was j
enough to make a dozen attorneys wealthy.
l*'or such is the way of the law.
Every step on the girl's road to riches
Was fought. Claimants by scores and
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WJ templating kis block

jjj|l in Sim Frnnclscft.a

&\ block that corresponds
*5. to that bounded by

Fifth avenue. Broad-
way and Twenty-seventh

street, In New York, A
crabbed, close-mouthed, pursy

little old man he was, with two weaknesses
.one for women and the other an Insane 1

fear of a rival usurer, who had a mortgage
on some of his property.property Blythe v

ail llliSt'U uuniiiiugi; "u ucui > uv-u «.

was a sand hill suburb of Snn Francisco.
Everybody knew lilrn and nobody bad

ever heard him speak of a relative, except 1

the nameless little girl in England, but
they came from all over the world like buz-
zards to a carcass when his death and the )
great fortune he had left was heralded.
The little girl and the English family ''

were of the iilght and almost the first to
arrive. ,

f

it was seven or eight years before the
coiui-j could get the case in shape for a

triai, and when they did the lawyers sat
down to the most extraordinary legal table
ever set. From the date of the death m .

the klniess man his kinsmen gathered.I
Two widows came forworn

bro her.-, sisters, parents, nieces,
iiei-ihews. grand relatives, all l X/'/Aft/,
came to try for the great prize. \\',pjZ'Z/
By the time the case came to

trial Blythe's properly had V/fM
grown to be worth $4,000,000.
California had to pass a M(JlSj

special law to make the /Z Ml
trial of the suit possible. ffllflmL '''///
Under it Florence Biythe. g £!jJjtWh Ji'jljUjj
the little English girl, iJf tjj njm iljlfjiUkl
brought suit against al. / Oil [mn '.'{i'Va
the others for the es- / Ijj j |Jm l.i[t
tate. Among the de- B 'd m
fondants in the cns< j ']} j
Alice Edith Dickason I 1 11

Blj'the (alleged I I1 \ 1

Nellie Firmln (ni- \ \
legrd widow). \ \
The London Blythcs. \ \
The Liverpool Blythcs.
A lie u,r

The Blythe Company :nn i X
corporation of vmasosrted Main.\\
ants.

^

Tlio Savages (who claimed thai

Blythe had changed his name from Kav.ibecaysehe was a convict or something of

that sort).
The. Willis msos (whose contention was

about the same, and, except that Blytho's
real name was Williams, who had the satisfactionof having the Court decide that

v1 hoy were probably right).
The shoemaker. Savage (whoso claim

seemed principally based on n family ring

which bore a coat of arms similar to the

! gargoyles that Biytho pr.t up over the doors'

oiir. of his buildings).

j There were more, but they have siippeu

my memory. There was not a court

room in San L-'raucisco large
enough 10 hold all the lawyers.forevery lawyer

of prominence In the
Pacific Coast metropolisrepresented some

one, and there were

even barristers from

fi lingland to the feast.

fj\ The opening of that

Pshwisf 'rial was like a convent Ion of the Dar As-
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soeintion, while
the liejis<>vertljwetlthe court """|~S
room ami paohetl 81^
tin- ball about the J 5
iloor.

11 colly, the ease

was very s mp.e.
It all tmueu on

the q 11 I* s i I o 11 >^ ^ , . ,

whether the mill-
^ ' ' * v J I

lonaire had adopt.Hithe <htld lm
never saw. Thoij
vere bales of letters, in which be addressedher as his daughter, aiul pattoonsof friends t,o whom he had so (r

spoken of her. There was plenty of up*"'
:>vldenee, and even the unsigned M
;lraft of a will to show he JS
lieant the little English girl
0 be his heiress. This was

inally held to be enough,
nd l'robate Judge Coteydecided the whole /1>

tlu. irirl's favo'- r^

all though mythe ha Yl
one of thcin, and had^*«5£v ^ y<5
Introduced her as his wlitT^pV
to various people who knew
better, but this was only the V\
easy-going way of the ?asy-golug

It is hard to pas sover that trial. '"^3
the court sat for over a year to the j

exclusion of ail
)ther litigation beIfore it was over.

without describing | ^
the (inrer folk that
appeared and the
queer things that
happened, font this nf
is tlio Story <>> <yj j
little light o' love
who came to a

j royal fortune, ami
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DNS.
tho barristers
from Britain ami
the assaults on
tbe child's claim
have to be passed

Florence was a

llfteeu year old

J ,-y girl when the trial
HkCil V\ ) beRan. She was

1 nearly seventeen
when the case was
ueciueu in nor in-

vor. The whole
State was interested in tire child.

k The Judge loaned her hooks, her at-
torneys saw that she had schooling,
somebody taught her taste In dress.

She had grown into a pretty,
slight, gentle girl, with a
well modulated voice, and
with dignity and breeding

Jr enough even for the
/I tf v, ordeal of such a

V S tria'- wns

^ <r ^fr'T .***
// patient through it

"* C&jf ail. She had to hoar

*wf tl3p «tqry from her

:.\\. vulgar mother's lips
^ "*y °f her meeting on a

'
' 'M** London street of the rich

'' fa ('!(1 scamp from California who

HJI accosted her without intvoduc-

The mother said Blythe promisedto marry her, and maybe he

It was a long and
bitter fight for the

pi # millions, and dur)j\j ing its pendency
the eyes of the
whole Pacific const
were turned tow
Qard the little gir
girl in the cheap
coat frocks. Thcr
was mention o

kidnapping a n

other dark plots

mous j
i>lones/ w|tr

H\'
pi m'hood, pf! i
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and she was guardedl>y detectives. a\Vvl
With all the sur- 1\\ ^i|\r
roundlngs ofrantanoeand melo- I «uj|SS»s(
drama, she remained ^ alt
a simple, unaffected Ef t/P*
little girl.. It was an tti
odd school for an ^ni- ly
presslonnhle child, this
court room full of hired

friends and natural enemies,
but it did not seem to change her

I
much.

I remember Introducing her immediatelyafter the fortune was judicially declared

to be hers. She dirl not know how 1o answermy first question. "How does it fee!

to be woirth 000,000?" but it was easy

to get her interested, and presently she

was recalling witu delight Incidents of her

early childhood, when she was Florry Ashcroftand was associating with other poor

little girls in England. She remembered
i. onhrtntnifltes and had a good deal
11r1 in nt

to say about what she intended to do for

them when she really got the money.

That was seven years ago. It had taken

eight years to got that far, and she has

only come Into the foituno now.

I saw her at intervals during these years.
Though the fortune was still tied up In

^*0 !'le courts. Florence Blythe could

^ ^ Q borrow ail the money she
needed. She developed

^ ^'ro®1 '^e simple frock

M st»g3 to the tailor-made
it suit periol insensibly, keep'|| i'JS as much to herself as

u possible lor sucu a ceieuruteu

R individual. She made a few
\ It. friends.neither of the very

v rich nor of the very poor
\

(
sort.and had as pleasant

\
^

v> wk a ti:ne as any girl ln
\ \ %\ California. In time she

\ v \ married a manly young
\ 1 \ fellow who lived in

SyN, \ p the next country to
V| a hers. Fritz Hinckley

Si a was a man of good
jj fj family, with a Govw''V/ li $ ornor of Massachus®Xyyy*4''tl\// / ?tts among his forejvl£ys/j[j § 'oars, and his irnine-

t'e more than moderately
/ i>< curilous. He bad never done

'/ / / & f nythiug remarkable, either
/ / jy?.co;l or bad. He was just a

' /u-' i.olesoire. ' h-erful. good-looking.^' eJ'cc .'t vouqg chap. They made a
'ittu'ortable, cozv, commonplace young

couple, living at an expense that probablydid not exceed ?5,000 a year. It
was in 1892 they married. I interviewed
her again a couple of years later. She did
the honors of a cheerful, tasteful little flnc
In a becoming tea gown, with a grace fcormother never Arfafiied of. She had changed
much from the girl to whom Judge f
had awarded four millions. She forjgotten the names of the life.'* girls " -Lon
don for whom she meant to do so '? "<-'h
She was very busy with household cares| she said, and enjoyed them exceedinglyand she had not her fortune yet.
Early in this year her young

husband died after an op-
V...WUH lor nppeudi\ citis. She is a hand

i some widow of twen-1 ty-three now, mourn- h1 I ins with dignity for
! rrltz Hinckley. She ml
got her millions, butl' she never grew os- KfrJ^v ttrxtr*1^tentations, n ^ v c

^Puc&P I

splurged with her great fortune; neither ^k\\ B

ha# she become, stingy. I
No woman wjiose family Jiad millions for I

generations ever born the weights of a V 5
fortune with ,nore unconsciousness than V
she does. In per case money has made a \^
lady of the nameless child of the vicious WR
old man who ghanged his name and the |ft\
vulgar young p-oniau he found on a Lon- Sp_
don street. ||'
The fortune has suffered In its progress

through the cqurts.
Her lawyers cost ner lorij yn n-ui .

the business ylock in tbe heart of San

Praneisco, but what is left is worth millions,and people out there think she has

not paid, over much to have her fighting
done.
Tkrre-flfths ^f half a dozen millions is

her portion. I wonder if she is broad

enough to give any of it to the woman who

fought her an,i lost.the woman "who was

her co-heir ill the will the old millionaire
never signed. CIIAS. MICHELSON.

ALPS ARt TO DISAPPEAR.
*

Professor vc}n Schroen's discovery that

rocks live like plants and animals, or even

human beings has induced another savant

to figure out ^vhen the Alps, or at least a

part of them, are to be obliterated. These

are the interesting calculations:
The Swiss rjVer Aare, which rises in the

upper Bernesi; plateau and traverses 170

miles of rocky country, annually carries

loS.OOO cubic metres of rocks torn from,

their native environment into the Lake of

Brienz, whosi, bed changes constantly in

consciences. This lake, which has now a

length of nearly nine miles and is about
three miles broad, formerly reached up to __

Meiringen,thirty miles from Berne. It|
took the ASj-e from fourteen to fifteen
thousand year's to push the lake from its

original bed Jato that now occupied," says I
our savant, and continues: "Thirty-five or i I
forty thousand years will pass before the / «

present lake js filled up by the rocks which pSa
the Aare carries Into it." Mm/a j|
The Aare, It Is declared, tears Irom each MM/M\

square kilometre of rocks It V /erses 250 JHtl 1 ;

cubic metres p?r annum, thus . >wering the MM J I
Alps by one metre over 8,333 years. The JmM
bond of the jknre coming from a height of //f

ineirej? me xiuxtrazediu 7,5'W,."380 years, aud the last rock
of the proud Alps will be killed off and Jfjjr
ground to sa.id in lii,OOU,OJO yeurs.
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